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Edit an 
existing 
story

Create a New Story
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The Basics – Creating a New Story

app.storyplaces.soton.ac.uk/authoringSave the story

You can edit 
these at any 
time once 
the story 
has been 
created
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app.storyplaces.soton.ac.uk/authoringMap will start 
wherever you are

If you are on 
a desktop (or 
away from 
the location) 
you can use 
demo mode 
to fake your 
locations

It is under 
Advanced on 
the top menu
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The Main Interface – Demo Mode
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Now you can 
drag the map 
to whatever 
location you 
want (in this 
case Crystal 
Palace Park)

You can turn 
demo mode 
on and off 
whenever 
you like – it 
also works 
for reading 
stories. 



The Main Interface

app.storyplaces.soton.ac.uk/authoring

Three areas. Pages shows a list of 
all the pages in your story, we 
create a default start page for you
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Chapters are a way of putting 
pages into groups – we will cover 
these in a moment



The Main Interface
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Details is where you can find and 
edit the descriptive information 
about your story.

These 
buttons let 
you preview 
and submit 
your story for 
publication –
we will look at 
them at the 
end



Creating Pages – The Start Page
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Let’s edit 
the start 
page



Creating Pages – The Start Page

app.storyplaces.soton.ac.uk/authoring

Pages have 
a name.

Content 
that is 
shown 
when the 
page is 
read.

And a hint 
that is 
shown on 
the list of 
possible 
pages, and 
helps 
readers find 
the page



Creating Pages – Setting Location

app.storyplaces.soton.ac.uk/authoring

Pages are 
not 
required to 
have a 
location. 

But lets
put this 
one 
behind the 
station



Creating Pages – Setting Location

app.storyplaces.soton.ac.uk/authoring

You can 
click on 
the map to 
drop a pin

Or if you 
are 
physically 
in the right 
place click 
use 
current 
location 
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The location 
panel now 
shows the 
details. 

Including the 
radius of the 
location 
hotspot 
(which you 
can change)

Locations 
are shown 
on the map 
as a pin, 
with a circle 
showing 
the size of 
the hotspot 
(where it 
would be 
activated)



Creating Pages – Adding an Image

app.storyplaces.soton.ac.uk/authoring

Every 
page can 
have one 
image 
(which is 
shown 
above the 
text).

Click here 
to set the 
image



Creating Pages – Adding an Image

app.storyplaces.soton.ac.uk/authoring

This opens 
the image 
library, which 
shows every 
image used 
in your story 
(empty to 
start)

Click on the 
arrow to 
upload an 
image



Creating Pages – Adding an Image

app.storyplaces.soton.ac.uk/authoring

On a laptop 
this opens a 
file chooser

On a smart 
phone you 
will get the 
option to 
take a photo 
using the 
device



Creating Pages – Adding an Image
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Once we 
have added 
to the library, 
we can 
select it for 
this page by 
clicking on it.



Creating Pages – Adding an Image
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The current 
image for 
the page is 
shown here. 
Click here 
again to 
change it.
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Below 
Location are 
the Narrative 
Constraints

We can say 
whether the 
page can be 
reread, or 
disappears 
after reading

Whether it 
finishes the 
story

And whether 
it requires 
you to have 
visited 
another 
page first



Creating Pages – Narrative Constraints
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As this is 
the start 
page we 
will stick 
with the 
defaults

We must 
click save 
for any 
changes we 
have made 
to be saved 
properly.



Creating Pages – New Pages
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Now we 
have a 
proper start 
page

I will create 
four new 
pages by 
clicking on 
New Page at 
the bottom, 
and 
repeating 
the edit 
page step



Creating Pages – New Pages
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Done.

But all these 
pages are 
available 
from the 
start

I need to 
organise 
them into a 
chapter, that 
is opened 
once the 
reader has 
seen the first 
page. 



Chapters
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Selecting 
the Chapters 
Tab

Loose 
Pages is a 
list of all the 
pages not in 
a chapter.

The start 
page should 
be here, but 
the rest 
need to go 
into my first 
chapter. 

Click here to 
create a 
chapter
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Chapter 
Information 
(name and 
colour) is to 
help you 
organise.

The reader 
will never 
see these. 



Chapters – Adding Pages

app.storyplaces.soton.ac.uk/authoring

Below this 
are the 
Narrative 
Constraints

Here you 
can add 
pages to the 
chapter

And say 
which pages 
open this 
chapter



Chapters – Adding Pages
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As you type 
it will show 
you the 
names of 
matching 
pages

Let’s add all 
four of the 
pages we 
just created.

(its also 
possible to 
set the 
chapters a 
page is in 
from the edit 
page 
screen)



Chapters – Adding Pages
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The pages 
in the 
chapter 
appear in 
the list 

(you can hit 
the X to 
remove 
them)
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Next let’s set 
the page 
that opens 
this chapter 
(our start 
page)
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Finally we 
can choose 
to set what 
happens to 
other 
chapters 
when this 
one is 
opened (i.e. 
do they 
close).

By default 
we can only 
be in one 
chapter at a 
time – which 
is fine for 
our story.



Chapters – Setting the Opening Page

app.storyplaces.soton.ac.uk/authoring

When we 
select Yes, 
the list of 
chapters to 
close 
disappears 
(because 
they will all 
close)

We should 
hit save to 
finish.
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On the 
Chapter tab 
we can see 
the new 
chapter, and 
the pages 
that are 
within it

A final issue 
is that one of 
the pages 
(Bananas) 
only makes 
sense if 
another 
(Joseph 
Paxton) is 
read first. 

I can click 
on Bananas 
to fix this.
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This takes 
me to the 
edit page for 
Bananas 
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If I scroll 
down to 
Narrative 
Constraints I 
can add the 
constraint 
that this 
page is 
unlocked by 
the page on  
Joseph 
Paxton
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If I scroll 
down to 
Narrative 
Constraints I 
can add the 
constraint 
that this 
page is 
unlocked by 
the page on  
Joseph 
Paxton

And now it 
cant be read 
until that 
page has 
been read 
first
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To test my 
story at any 
stage I can 
use Preview 
Story (from 
the Details 
tab).
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It generates 
a one use 
only link that 
I can use to 
test the 
story.

Don’t worry, 
you can 
generate 
another one 
whenever 
you want



Final Steps
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Finally, when 
you are 
happy, you 
can Request 
Publication. 
This creates 
a copy of 
your story 
that we can 
then publish 
on the main 
site. 



Final Steps
• This is just the start of a story

• I can add many more pages and chapters as required
• Although not all stories will use chapters 

• Just remember that if you do have a final page you should 
set it as a finish page on the Edit Page screen


